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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF WOMEN IN CONSTRUCTION 
Statement by Minister for Women’s Interests 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Women’s Interests) [9.10 am]: I rise today to tell the house that 
I had the privilege of attending the recent National Association of Women in Construction Awards of Excellence 
to celebrate the achievements of WA women excelling in this male-dominated field. The construction industry has 
the second highest pay gap in Australia, at 29.4 per cent, and only 11 per cent of women make up its workforce. 
NAWIC was formed in 1995 and works to promote and support the advancement and employment of women in 
the construction industry. 

Women are significantly underrepresented in science, technology, engineering, mathematics and trades in 
Western Australia. This is due to many factors, including stereotypes about gender roles, unconscious bias in 
recruitment and a lack of flexibility at work to manage family responsibilities. 

The construction industry is a key driver of our economy, making a valuable contribution to jobs, investment and 
economic growth even when other sectors are struggling. We need to ensure that women benefit from these job 
opportunities and ensure that Western Australia benefits by drawing from the whole talent pool. 

NAWIC’s Awards of Excellence are important to support and recognise women in the construction industry 
and encourage the development of other women in the field. Award winners this year included Tanya Trevisan, 
Hilary Hunt, Fiona Lethbridge and Annika White, amongst others. 

NAWIC WA also recently held a Crazy Cranes event for the very first time in Western Australia. This event 
celebrates women in construction by making them and their work more visible to the community and young girls. 
“You can’t be what you can’t see.” 

I want to take this opportunity to congratulate all the prize winners and nominees for this event, and NAWIC for the 
important work that it does to build an equitable construction industry in which women are able to fully participate. 
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